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Welcome to the Superior Court of New Jersey

Monmouth Vicinage Family Division
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Mission Statement:

We are an independent branch of government constitutionally
entrusted with the fair and just resolution of disputes in order to
preserve the rule of law and to protect the rights and liberties
guaranteed by the Constitution and laws of the United States and
this State.

New Jersey Courts

www.njcourts .com

Independence « Integrity
Fairness « Quality Service
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Hours of Operation

* Courthouse hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

* Restraining orders are processed 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.

« Court matters are important and take time to process.
Patience is appreciated

« Main Number: 732-677- 4050




Frequently Used Terms

Plaintiff: A person who files a complaint

Defendant: A person who responds to the complaint

Docket: Number assigned to the case
— FM: Case type in which the parties are seeking to divorce

— FD: Case type in which the parties are seeking to address child
related issues

— FV: Case type in which the parties are seeking a domestic
violence restraining order



You may file for the following in
Family Reception, Room L-50:

FAMILY RECEPTION

LDt e

Paternity / Maternity e Spousal Support
Custody « Medical Coverage
Parenting Time

Child Support
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* Divorce cases are processed in
Room L-7

« Packets are available in Room
L-50 to assist self-represented
litigants
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Non-Dissolution

How to File for:

« Paternity/Maternity
« Custody

* Parenting Time

* Support

« Medical Coverage
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Non-Dissolution

 Complete forms and return to
Family reception staff in Room L-
50

* Photo Identification is required

« There is a $6 fee for child support
services

« There is an annual $25 fee for
spousal support services
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Processing the Application

 Completed forms are processed
by Family reception staff

* Please remain until your
application is completely
processed, and you have signed
the form




Resolution of Cases

The Family Court encourages parties to resolve their
disputes through a variety of informal processes

Agreements between the parties are usually more
beneficial to the adults and the children involved

Parties to disputes can make agreements they can live
with



Cases Involving Paternity, Child
Support and Medical Coverage Only

This type of case is scheduled before
a child support hearing officer

A hearing officer calculates child
support and makes a recommendation

You have the option to agree with or
appeal the recommendation

Agreements become orders of the
court

Appeals are scheduled before a judge
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Cases Involving Paternity, Custody,
Parenting Time and Support

* This type of case is scheduled before a
probation officer for a Consent
Conference

« A consent conference is very similar to
mediation

« Agreements become orders of the court

 Unresolved issues are scheduled
before a judge
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Court

* A judge hears matters still in
dispute

 These may be heard the same
day as the hearing officer/
consent conference, or
scheduled on another day

\HQN. PAIL A KAPNLKOD

« (Cases are resolved with a court
order



Be Prepared for Your
Child Support Hearing

Three recent pay stubs
Income tax returns

Proof of child care expenses
Unemployment information

Proof of Social Security
benefits

Copies of other orders for
support

Proof of all other income
Receipts for direct payments
Employer's name and address

Medical documentation if
disabled

Driver’s license
Health insurance card



Victims of Domestic Violence May Apply for a
Temporary Restraining Order in Family
Reception, Room L-7

Applications for a restraining order under the
Prevention of Domestic Violence Act may be
requested when the parties have a past or
present domestic relationship.



How to File for a Domestic Violence
Restraining Order

« During court hours, forms may be filed in Family
Reception Room L-7

« After court hours and when court is not in session,
parties should contact their local police
departments



Temporary Domestic Violence
Restraining Orders

Requests for restraining orders
can be heard by a domestic .
violence hearing officer, who

grants or denies the application

If the request is denied, an
appeal may be heard before a
judge the same day




Temporary Domestic Violence
Restraining Orders

If the DV hearing officer or judge grants the request, a
temporary restraining order (TRO) is issued

A hearing for a final restraining order is scheduled
within 10 days before a Judge

The sheriff serves a copy of the TRO to the defendant

A copy of the TRO is faxed to the Police Department of
the plaintiff's town of residence
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Final Domestic Violence
Restraining Orders

* A judge determines whether or not
to make a temporary restraining
order permanent

* Final restraining orders do not
expire, they can only be dismissed
by a judge

* A final restraining order may
iInclude provisions for custody,
parenting time, and support
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Establishment of Support Obligations

* Once an order for support has been
entered, Family Division staff
located in Room L-7 meet with
parties to:

— Explain the transition of the case
from the Family Division to the
Probation Division

— Provide payment instructions

— Establish the child support account
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Child Support Debit Card

e Child support payments can be
received through direct deposit into a
personal bank account or through the
Eppi Card.

 The Eppi Card can be used at banks,
ATMs and to make purchases at
most stores

« (Contact 1-866-461-4094 for
additional information

* You can access your account on-line
at www.Eppicard.com
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Establishment of Support Obligations

« Additional child support questions may be
answered by caseworkers

« Child support case workers are located at
30 Mechanic St., Freehold

« 732-677-4800
« Have your CS# ready

« Clients may E-mail:
moncs.mailbox@judiciary.state.nj.us
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Central Fee Office

* Filing fees may be paid in the
Central Fee Office, Room
143

Support payments can be
made in the Central Fee
Office or at the Mechanic St.
Office

Please bring your docket
number or support account
number
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Representing Yourself in Court

Pro se litigants represent themselves in
court rather than obtain legal counsel to
represent them.



Family Division Staff Can:

We can explain and answer questions about how the court
WOrks.

We can tell you what the requirements are to have your
case considered by the court

We can provide you with samples of court forms that are
available

We can answer questions about court deadlines



Family Division Staff Cannot:

We cannot give you legal advice

We cannot tell you whether or not you should bring your
case to court

We cannot talk to the judge for you about what will happen
In your case

We cannot let you talk to the judge outside of court
proceeding



Choosing an Attorney for
Representation

Monmouth Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service
732-431-5544

Ocean-Monmouth Legal Services
732-866-0020

Legal Aid Society
732-776-7733

Community Health Law Project
732-502-0059
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Important Things to Remember

* Bring the hearing notice with you to court
» Keep copies of all court orders in a safe place

* Inform court staff of address changes
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Monmouth Vicinage Interpreting Services

If you need an interpreter please contact
Family Reception, 732-677-4050



Special Accommodations

The Judiciary is committed to providing equal access to all its services and
programs in a manner that integrates individuals with disabilities as much
as possible. Each courthouse has a coordinator responsible for
implementing the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). Disabled

individuals with special needs should contact the Monmouth Vicinage ADA
Coordinator:

Sharen Ramirez
Room L43
732 677-4216




Office of the Ombudsman / Self-Help Resource Center

Assists court users by:
« Addressing customer service concerns

« Providing self-help (pro se) packets and forms
« Explaining court processes and procedures

* Providing “how to” workshops on filing for divorce
complaints and post-divorce matters

« Screening for free legal advice for court users who meet
qualifications

For more information
please visit or call:

Room L45
732 677-4595




Monmouth Vicinage Volunteer Program

Each county in New Jersey offers volunteer program opportunities. More than
5,000 volunteers participate in Judiciary programs statewide. Of these, close to
600 volunteers serve in the Monmouth County Volunteer Programs of:

Supervised Visitation Program

Juvenile Conference Committees

Advisory Committee on Minority Concerns
Student Interns / Administrative Volunteers
Juvenile Intensive Supervision Program
Court Appointed Special Advocates Program
Child Placement Review Board

Municipal Court Mediation

For additional Information contact:

Sharen Ramirez
Monmouth Vicinage Acting
Volunteer/CDR Coordinator
Room L43

732-677-4471
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Visit the New Jersey Judiciary on the Internet
at
www.njcourts.com
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