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ATTORNEY
REGISTRATION

An Annual Attorney Registration Statement
(Figure 35 ) is sent to attorneys each year,

together with the annual registration billing that jointly
supports  attorney discipline and the Lawyers' Fund for
Client Protection.  The 2000 registration statement,
authorized by Rule 1:20-1(c), was mailed in 2000.
  

Responses were tabulated on April 17, 2001 by the
Administrative Office of the Courts and analyzed by the
Office of Attorney Ethics.  

The statistics generated by the Annual
Attorney Registration Statement contained in this
chapter cover responses received during calendar year
2000.  The totals in this chapter, therefore, do not agree
with the total number of admitted or active attorneys
used in the first four chapters of this report.  Those
figures are provided by the Lawyers' Fund for Client
Protection.  They come from a separate database and
report statistics as of December 31, 2001.

Figure 35
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As of April 17, 2001, the attorney registration
database counted a total of 70,783 attorneys.

Information on year of admission was available for all
70,783 practitioners.  Over sixty percent of all New
Jersey attorneys (63.5%) were admitted to practice since
1986, while over seventy-five percent (76.1%) were
admitted since 1981.  Over eighty-four percent of all
(84.3%) attorneys were admitted since 1976.  These
figures are graphically shown below and are
statistically compiled to the right.

YEAR   ADMITTED   

Year Number Percent
<1940 548 0.77%

1941-1945 92 0.13%
1946-1950 432 0.61%
1951-1955 657 0.93%
1956-1960 852 1.20%
1961-1965 1,260 1.78%
1966-1970 2,421 3.42%
1971-1975 4,848 6.85%
1976-1980 5,779 8.16%
1981-1985 8,896 12.57%
1986-1990 14,101 19.92%
1991-1995 16,381 23.14%
1996-2000 14,516 20.51%
TOTALS 70,783 100.00%

Figure 36
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Of the 70,783 attorneys for whom some
registration information was available, 65,723

(93%) provided their date of birth.  No response to this
question was made by 5,060 attorneys.  The resultant
age distribution of New Jersey attorneys is graphically
shown below.  The statistical results are set to the right.

AGE GROUPS

Age Number Percent
< 25 44 0.06%

25-29 3,858 0.06%
30-34 11,809 17.97%
35-39 11,918 18.13%
40-44 10,732 16.33%
45-49 8,970 13.65%
50-54 7,379 11.23%
55-59 4,595 6.99%
60-64 2,280 3.47%
65-69 1,436 2.18%
70-74 1,075 1.64%
75-80 640 0.97%
> 80 987 1.50%

TOTALS 65,723 100.00%

Figure 37
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ADMISSIONS IN OTHER JURISDICTIONS

O n l y  N e w  J e r s e y
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The 70,783 attorneys for whom some
registration information was available, were

admitted to many other jurisdictions.  In fact, almost
two-thirds of all attorneys were admitted to the bars of
other jurisdictions.  These results are graphically set
forth below, while the underlying statistics are compiled
to the right.  A list of the admissions to other
jurisdictions with corresponding numbers and
percentages is provided following this graphic.

OTHER ADMISSIONS

Admissions          Attorneys          Percent

Only in NJ      25,129          35.5%

Add'l Jurisd.      45,654          64.5%

TOTALS     70,783       100.00%

Figure 38
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ADMISSIONS  IN  OTHER  JURISDICTIONS

Jurisdiction Admissions Percent Jurisdiction Admissions Percent

New York 24,712 44.37% Indiana 75 0.13%
Pennsylvania 16,202 29.09% Tennessee 72 0.14%
District of Col. 4,437 7.97% West Virginia 60 0.11%
Florida 2,252 4.04% South Carolina 59 0.11%
California 1,141 2.05% Nevada 54 0.10%
Massachusetts 923 1.66% Hawaii 51 0.09%
Connecticut 838 1.50% Oregon 47 0.08%
Maryland 691 1.24% Rhode Island 46 0.08%
Illinois 452 0.81% Kentucky 46 0.08%
Virginia 449 0.81% Virgin Islands 36 0.06%
Texas 356 0.64% Alabama 33 0.06%
Georgia 316 0.57% Kansas 31 0.06%
Ohio 308 0.55% Iowa 30 0.07%
Colorado 294 0.53% Puerto Rico 23 0.04%
Delaware 204 0.35% Arkansas 18 0.02%
Michigan 194 0.37% Utah 16 0.03%
North Carolina 179 0.35% Idaho 13 0.02%
Arizona 164 0.32% Montana 13 0.02%
Minnesota 109 0.29% Alaska 13 0.03%
Washington 104 0.18% Mississippi 11 0.02%
Maine 100 0.19% South Dakota 8 0.01%
Missouri 99 0.20% North Dakota 6 0.01%
Louisiana 88 0.14% Guam 1 0.00%
Wisconsin 83 0.15% Nebraska 0 0.00%
Vermont 80 0.16% Wyoming 0 0.00%
New Hampshire 76 0.13% Total

Admissions
55,700 100.00%

Figure 39

PRIVATE PRACTICE IN NEW JERSEY
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ATTORNEYS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE
IN NEW JERSEY

  NO
58%

  YES
42%

Of the 70,783 attorneys on whom some
registration information was tabulated, 413

(less than 1%) failed to respond to this question.  Less
than half (42%) engaged in the private practice of law in
New Jersey, while more than half (58%) did not practice
in the private sector in New Jersey.  The figure below
graphically shows these results, while the statistical
results are shown to the right.

PRIVATE PRACTICE NEW JERSEY 

Response Number Percent
  NO 40,708 57.51%
  YES 30,075 42.49%
           Full-time 20,660
           Part-time 4,911

Other 4,091
        Unspecified 413
TOTAL 70,783 100%

Figure 40
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Of the 30,075 attorneys who indicated they were
engaged in the private practice of law in New

Jersey, 99% (29,936) responded to this question.  The
responses reflect that over one-third (34.5%) practiced
in sole proprietorships [sole practitioners plus sole
stockholders].  The next largest group was associates
(30.4%), followed by partners (24.6%), other than sole
stockholders (5.8%), and attorneys who were of
counsel (4.5%).  Set forth to the right are the supporting
statistics, which are graphically shown below.

PRIVATE  PRACTICE  STRUCTURE

Structure Number Percent

Sole Practitioner 9,608 32.10%

Sole Stockholder 737 2.46%

Other  Stockholders 1,750 5.85%

Associate 9,114 30.44%

Partner 7,383 24.66%

Of Counsel 1,344 4.49%

   
TOTALS 29,936 100.00%

Figure 41
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Of the 30,075 attorneys who indicated that they
were engaged in the private practice of law in

New Jersey, 29,979 (99%) responded by indicating the
size of the law firm of which they were a part.
Responses  indicated that one-third (33.1%) practiced
alone; 10.6% worked in two-person law firms; 14.5%
worked in law firms of 3-5 attorneys; 31.2% worked in
law firms with 6-49 attorneys and 10.5% worked in firms
with 50 or more attorneys.  These figures are graphically
shown below and are statistically set forth to the right.

SIZE  OF  LAW  FIRMS         

Firm Size Number Percent

One 9,941 33.16%
Two 3,173 10.58%
3 to 5 4,362 14.55%
6 to 10 3,719 12.41%
11 to 19 2,939 9.80%
20 to 49 2,701 9.01%
50 > 3,144 10.49%

TOTALS 29,979 100.00%

Figure 42
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No exact figures on the number of private
practice law firms in New Jersey exists.

Nevertheless, a reasonably accurate estimate can be
made based on the 29,979 attorneys who responded to
indicate the size of their law firm.  In each firm size
category that was non-exclusive (i.e. other than 1 or 2),
the total number of attorneys responding was divided
by the number representing the mid-point in that
category.  For firms in excess of 50 attorneys, the total
number of attorneys responding were divided by 50.
Almost three-quarters of all law firms (74.0%) were
single practice firms.  Two person firms represented
11.8% of all private practice firms, while firms of
between 3 to 5 comprised 8.1%.  Only 5.9% of all of the
law firms in New Jersey had 6 or more attorneys.  These
figures are graphically shown to the right and are
statistically set forth below.

NUMBER  OF  LAW  FIRMS

  Size Of   
Law Firm

Number Of
Attorneys

     Firm Size     
     Midpoint      

Number Of Firms Individual Category %

One 9,941 1 9,941 74.08%
Two 3,173 2 1,587 11.82%

3 to 5 4,362 4 1,091 8.13%
6 to 10 3,719 8 465 3.46%
11 to 19 2,939 15 196 1.46%
20 to 49 2,701 35 77 0.58%

50 > 3,144 50 63 0.47%

TOTALS 29,979 13,419 100.00%

Figure 43

BONA FIDE LAW OFFICE



139 Office of Attorney Ethics

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000

Attorneys

Burlington

Hudson

Union

Monmouth

Middlesex

Mercer

Morris

Bergen

Camden

Essex

C
o

u
n

ty
 o

f 
P

ra
ct

ic
e

NUMBER OF ATTORNEYS 
BY COUNTY OF BONA FIDE OFFICE

Of the 30,075 attorneys who indicated they were
engaged in the private practice of law in New

Jersey, 29,936 (99%) indicated where their primary bona

fide office was located.  In the northern part of the state,
Essex County housed the largest number of private
practitioners with 17.3%.  The next  largest county was
Camden County in South Jersey with 13.9%.  Bergen
County was third with 12.5%.  Morris County came in
fourth with 8.9%.  Set forth to the right are the
supporting statistics which are graphically shown
below and following.

Figure 44
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NUMBER OF ATTORNEYS 
BY COUNTY OF LAW OFFICE

ATTORNEYS WITH BONA FIDE OFFICES

County Number Percent County Number Percent

Atlantic 640 2.14% Middlesex 1,902 6.35%

Bergen 3,733 12.47% Monmouth 1,760 5.88%
Burlington 1,185 3.96% Morris 2,667 8.91%

Camden 4,164 13.91% Ocean 701 2.34%
Cape May 179 0.60% Passaic 947 3.16%
Cumberland 206 0.69% Salem 57 0.19%

Essex 5,175 17.29% Somerset 863 2.88%
Gloucester 376 1.26% Sussex 205 0.68%

Hudson 1,206 4.03% Union 1,545 5.16%
Hunterdon 284 0.95% Warren 205 0.68%

Mercer 1,936 6.47% TOTALS 29,936 100.00%

Figure 45


