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PRESS RELEASE  
 

For immediate release:  May 1, 2006 
 

Gangs:  What You Need to Know 
 
SOMERVILLE – Adult members of the public are invited to a seminar on gang awareness to be held 
Thursday, May 11, from 5:30 p.m. in the Jury Assembly Room of the Somerset County 
Courthouse at 20 North Bridge Street. The forum is free to the public; however, pre–registration is 
requested. 
 
Gangs are not just a big city or inner city problem. They cross all ethnic, racial, socioeconomic, 
gender and geographic boundaries. Gangs and gang-related activities impact every community, 
including New Jersey suburbs.   
 
The public education program is titled “Gangs… What You Need to Know.” Speakers will include 
Lt. Edwin Torres of the New Jersey Office of the Attorney General, Juvenile Justice Commission, 
and Ahmed Mackey, Somerset County Sheriff’s Department, School Resource Officer/Gang Unit, 
Administrative Division.  
 
The Advisory Committee on Minority Concerns for the Superior Court of New Jersey’s Vicinage 13, 
which encompasses Somerset, Hunterdon, and Warren Counties, is cosponsoring this seminar with 
the Somerville Citizens Advisory Committee. 
 
The speakers will discuss topics relating to gang awareness. Attendees will learn about the general 
warning signs of gang affiliation, gang signs, markings and identifiers, as well as gang language. 
Audience members will also learn why kids join gangs and what parents can do to prevent their 
children from joining.  
 
This symposium is an ideal forum for parents, teachers, clergy, social workers, court staff and 
members of the public. For more information, or to register, please call (908) 203-6131 or 
adriana.calderon@judiciary.state.nj.us. 
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