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and 71% among those under 21. These statistics and others are positive indicators of the gains being

made to fight drunk driving.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 36,560 people died in traffic crashes in

2018 in the United States (latest figures available), including an estimated 10,511 people who were killed

in drunk driving crashes involving a driver with an illegal BAC (.08 or greater). Among the people killed in

these drunk driving crashes, 67% (7,051) were in crashes in which at least one driver in the crash had a

BAC of .15 or higher.

View Individual National Drunk Driving Fatalities Charts below:
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Underage Drunk Driving Fatalities  – National Statistics

Since the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) began recording alcohol-related

statistics in 1982, the number of persons under 21, killed in drunk driving crashes decreased 81% from

the record high of 5,215 in 1982 to 980 in 2018. These fatalities account for about 9% of the drunk driving

fatalities in the U.S.

For every 100,000 Americans under the age of 21, 1.1 people were killed in drunk driving fatalities in

2018. The rate of under 21 drunk driving fatalities per 100,000 population has declined 31% over the past

decade.

Drunk Driving Fatalities – State Statistics 








