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How a Case Gets Its Docket Number 

The family court docket numbers have the following configuration: 

F* 

Docket 
Type 
Code 

County 
Code 

Sequential 
Case Number 

Court 
Year 

Regional 
Code 

(Optional) 

Attached are the lists of the Docket Type Codes and County Codes. The Sequential Case 
Number is the unique six digit number assigned to the case. The Court Year is a two digit 
designation of the court year in which the matter is filed (e.g., a matter filed from July 1, 2014 
through June 30, 2015, has a Court Year designation of "15"). 

The following are some examples: 

F J-01-000001-15-A The first juvenile delinquency matter in Atlantic County on July 1, 2014 

(assigned regional code A) 
FJ-01-000002-15-B The second juvenile delinquency matter in Atlantic County on July 1, 2014 

(assigned regional code B) 
FA-01-000001-15 The first adoption matter in Atlantic County on July 1, 2014 

You will note that the docket number may include as its last digit a letter to indicate the 
regional code. A letter of the alphabet may be assigned by the case manager to each regional team 

Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex• PO Box 037 • Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0037 



Directive #07-17 
June 23, 2017 

Page 2 of 5 

within the vicinage and this letter should be used in the docket number of every case assigned to 
that regional team. The sequential numbers within the docket numbers should start with "000001" 
for each docket type (FA, FC, FD, FG, FF, FJ, FL, FM, FN, FO or FV) and continue sequentially 
despite the fact that two consecutive numbers in the sequence may be assigned to different 
regional teams. 

All new complaints should be assigned a new docket number, if appropriately filed. 

Transferred Matters 

When a case is received from another state, county, or court within the county, it should be 
assigned a new docket number by the receiving county. Statistically, the transferring county or 
court should close the case out and indicate the fact that the case was disposed of in its statistics. 
The receiving county or court should add the case to its statistics and when the case is disposed of, 
indicate same in its own statistics. 

Criminal and Quasi-Criminal Actions 

Those actions which are criminal or quasi-criminal [R. 5: 1-2( c)] should be given a Docket 
Type Code of "FO". 

Example: The first "Interference with custody" action in Camden County on or 31fter July 1, 2014 
will be designated as FO-04-000001-15-B ( assigned regional code B). 

Note: The Family Part has original jurisdiction over some criminal matters (i.e. , Interference 
with Custody, Willful Non-Support, Domestic Violence Contempt, Weapons Seizure 
and Adult Transfers from Criminal and Municipal Court) and obtains jurisdiction by 
transfer over these matters. Those criminal actions over which the Family Division has 
original jurisdiction should be docketed in the Family Division and given the Docket 
Type Code of "FO." They should also be counted statistically in the Family Division. 
Those criminal matters over which the Criminal Division has original jurisdiction 
should be docketed in the Criminal Division and counted statistically in the Criminal 
Division. Upon transfer of Criminal Division cases to the Family Division, these cases 
should be closed out statistically by the Criminal Division and given a new (Family 
Division) docket number with a case code of "FO." Statistically, these cases would then 
be counted in the Family Division. 

Cases Prior to July 1, 1984 

When those cases which were docketed prior to July 1, 1984 come before the court for 
modification after July 1, 1984, the old docket number should be converted using the format of the 
new docketing system. For example, when D-003-83 (the third Middlesex County support 
complaint) comes up for modification, it would be converted into FD-12-00003-83-[regional code 
letter]. You will note that the docket number should reflect the year which is indicated in the old 
docket number, not the court year in which the case has come up for modification. These 
modifications should not be counted statistically on the monthly clerk's reports. The sole purpose 
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Attachment 2 

COUNTY CODES 

!:2!k New Jersey Counties 

01 ATL Atlantic 
02 BER Bergen 

03 BUR Burlington 

04 CAM Camden 
05 CPM Cape May 

06 CUM Cumberland 

07 ESX Essex 
08 GLO Gloucester 
09 HUD Hudson 

10 HNT Hunterdon 
11 MER Mercer 
12 MID Middlesex 

13 MON Monmouth 
14 MRS Morris 
15 OCN Ocean 

16 PAS Passaic 
17 SLM Salem 
18 SOM Somerset 

19 ssx Sussex 
20 UNN Union 
21 WRN Warren 


