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The undersigned Disciplinar?y Counsel (“Presenter”) to the Advisory Committee on
L f
Judiciaj Conduct (the “Committee™) and Lawson R. McElroy, retired judge of the Trenton

. vMumc)paJ Court (“RcspOndent )y through counsel, hereby enter into these Stlpulanons

| 1 Respondcm with the bcneﬁt of legal counsel, knowingly and voluntarily Waxves " e e

" his nght to a Formal Hcan'ng beforc' the Committee. Respondent does not seek to prove any:
_ facts bpyond those which form the subject of this Stipulation. Respondent understands that the
| Commmcc W111 decide this mattcr without further notice to Respondent, based upon the
“ 2  The pames have no objectmn to the admittance into evidence of thcur reSpcctwe
exhibits, which consist of the folloyvmg: Presenter’s exhibits P-1 through P-19; Rcspondcnt s
" exhibits R-1. | |
3. . At all ‘ﬁrﬁcs relevant to these matters, Respondent served as a full-time judge of N
B . A..thc .M{xﬁicipéi C_oﬁrt of _Tr'er.\tnqn,_jMeéc_cr‘Co‘u:nty. Respondent was appoip_tgd___as a ﬁi}l-t;’i?le' '
mumcnpal éoun judgé m thc Trcntor; Mﬁ;xicipal Court on July 24, 2000, and Was”éﬁbséque'ntly: o
reappé)inted to that position for c;ons?ccutive three-year terms ending April 1, 2008, at which time’
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: RCSpondem through the closcd door that she was having a meeting with one of her staff’

4

__Respondent retired from the municipal court bench. Respondent does not currently sit as a
‘ munici;?al_court,judge_in any other municipality.

i
. AS TO COUNT X

- 4  On June ,13, 2007, Magiia Cosme, the Court Administrator for the Trc_i}toxi
Mumcxoal Court, met with Maria Ivctxe Gonzales, a security officer in the Trenton Mumc1pal
. Court (thc Mﬂctmg”) in Ms. Cosme s office, to discuss an issue relative to the daily | prcscncc of
Ms. Gomales niece in the mumc:pal court while Ms. Gonzales was on duty.
5. Within minutes of thc; start of the Meeting, and in full view of several other court

1 cniployiccs, Respondent knocked on Ms Cosme’s closed office door and stated to Ms. Gonzales,
throughthc closed office door, to,rcn%ain silent. Respondent fuxther stated, dnough_mc closcd )
" office cioorthatMs Gonzales needét;li'a lawyer present at the Meeting.
6 ~ Ms. Cosme did not ix;'_i_tial]y open her office door, but rather replied to

. -
| mcmbcrs that the Meeting had _]llSt staned and that Ms. Gonzales did not need a lawyer present
at the Mcctmg

. 7 N RzSpondcnt connnucd to knock on Ms. Cosme’s door and at one point attempted

to entor Ms. Cosme’s office, but could not do so because the door was locked. Ms. Cosme A
. dlrected Ms. Gonzalcs to 0pen the ofﬁcc door. At that ime, Ms. Cosme again advised

| ,RCSpOndcnt that she was mcctmg wnh one of her employees. |

1

:8. Rcspondcnt rephied to Ms. Cosme by again directing Ms. Gonzales to remain
silent -;ndvadvising Ms. Cosme that a Jawsuit could be filed against her, the Court Director, ‘and
. : ‘
the Cify of Trenton. Ms Cosme rcpglied to Respondent by stating that it was within her job duties
to -conduct mcetmgs with her staff. Ms Cosme then directed Ms. Gonzales to return to her'desk;‘
. 9 . Subsequcnt to the vcrbal exchange between Respondent and Ms. Cosme,
ResPéndcnt met with Judge Lowis ,Smcmto, Chief Judge of the Trenton _Mumc:pa}_ Coun : Whoo
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- _quesﬁor%ed’by]udgé Sancmito,abdut_l;is . interaction with Ms. Cosme, Respondent stated,
.“The Cxtyxs go_ing 16 b§ sued, you're i;oing to be sued and Ms. Lewis is going to be sued if you
. .don‘t_rc-fsolyc..ﬂlis 1ssue about the r_u'ec'!c being in the building. It 1s a public bmld_mg
i Rcépoﬁéicnt‘ﬁuthcr. stated to Judge Safncinito: “I"ll represent her,” referring to Maria Ivette
Gonz;ilés J udgeb Sancinito referred l:lcspondcnt to Rule 1:15-1(a), which prohibits full-time

B Judges from engagmg in the pxacncc Qf law.

l 0. . . Respondent’s remarks to Ms. Cosme, as referenced i in the foregoing paragraphs

. were dlsrespectful and msultmg, in vtolauon of Canon 3A(3) of the Code of Judxc:a] Conduct,

and mtcmpcram n vnolanon of Rule 2 15-8(a)(4) of the New Jersey Rules of Court

A1 By his remarks to, Ms Cosmc Respondent also violated Canons 1 and 2A of the ="

Codc olf Judicial Conduct n that he d1d not maintain high standards of conduct and did not act m

.8 manncr that promotes public conﬁdcnce in the integrity and impartality of the Jud:cxary

. . AS TO COUNT IX |
12 | Respondent is aware that on September 20, 2001, the City Council of the City of -
Trenmn amended, by Ordinance No. .01 83, Chapter 2-14.2 of the City Code, to clarify certain
: rcstnctlons on the practice of law by municipal court judges. One of the restrictions included in -
o , :
' ,Ordin.é;nce No__. 0 1;8__3 .W?.S the p:qhi_b;ition against the practice of law by fq)l-tnmc municipal court™
..judgcs;.... Respondent became aware of this amendment shortly after its iésuang:e 1n Sep_tembcr -
2001,
13. While s_crving asa ﬁfll[-‘limﬁ municipal court judge in the Trenton Municipal =
Court, Respondcxﬁ maintained a lawj office at 539 West State Street, in Trenton, New Jersey.
: ; ,
14.. Ontwo separatcvoccjasions, Respondent engaged in the practice o_f '}'eal estate law;j
on behalf of two employees of the Tércnton Municipal Court. In 2005, Respondent 'rcpre's'cnicd
Rosa ;'.il'homas, a Deputy Court Adm?inistrator for the Trenton Municipal Court, in the sale and

purchjhse of real property. Likcwisej, in 2006, Respondent represented Olga Pacheco in the sale
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and puxéhasc of rcai property. At the tjimc Respondent represented Ms. Pacheco, she was
an cniplibyec of the Trenton Municipali Court.

15 On June 13, 2007, dun':ng a meeting with Respondent, Judge Sancinjto questioned |
kcspondent about his continued practlce of law in violation of Rule 1:15-1(a) of the Ncw Jersey

B} Rulcs of Court. At that time, ReSpondcnt did not deny to Judge Sancinito that he was cngagmg

m the practice of law while sxttmg as a full-time municipal court judge and d1d not offcr any .

A Jusnﬁcanon or excuse for doing so. '

1, 1 6. By maintaining a law ofﬁcc and engagmg mn thc practice of law wh;le smmg asa S

. full-t_inif,e munjcipal court judge, Rcsppndem violated Rule 1:15-1(a) of the New Jcrsey Rulcs of
- Coun..a;xd,MunicipaJ ‘Qrdinance No. 01 -83, both of which prohibit full-time judges f_l_'om
engagmg ‘in the practice of law. 7 |
17 | By mamtauung a law: ofﬁce and engaging in the practice of law while sitting as a '
full—tlmc mummpalcourt j_udgc, ReSpiond_cnt violate_d Canon 5G of the Cddc of Judlclal andug;g, B
| wﬁich ;rdh,ibits full-time judges ﬁroné engaging in the practice of law, with or without
compe;saﬁ§n. ‘

i 18 ‘- Réspondent’s conduclt also violated Canons 1 and 2A of the Code of Judicial
: Condu;t, constituted misconduct in ofﬁce in violation of Rule 2:15-8(a)(1), and was pre)udlcxal

. to. the admmxstrauon of j jusuce that brought the judicial office into disrepute in violation of Rule

.24 5-s(a)(_6_) of the New Jersey R_ulcs of Court.

” % e DATED: May /72008

- GXNDACE MOOD
Advxsory Committee/ Judncxal Conduct

DATED: May 9\ 2008

7201 CA*hi  0AN? Ci1 APwm nocsaccenacxeJ L1ICuwWs ® ININNN



