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1.12

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR STANDARD CHARGE (Approved 11/98)


L.
Credibility (long version)

In deciding the facts of this case, you will have to decide which witnesses to believe and which witnesses not to believe.  You may believe everything a witness says or only part of it or none of it.


In deciding what to believe here are some factors you may want to consider.  
1.
Does the witness have an interest in the outcome of this case? 


2.
How good and accurate is the witness' recollection?


3.
What was the witness' ability to know what he/she was talking about? 


4.
Were there any contradictions or changes in the witness' testimony?  Did the witness say one thing at one time and something different at some other time?  If so, you may consider whether or not the discrepancy involves a matter of importance or whether it results from an innocent mistake or willful lie.  You may consider any explanation that the witness gave explaining the inconsistency.


5.
You may consider the demeanor of the witness.  By that I mean the way the witness acted, the way the witness talked, or the way the witness reacted to certain questions.  


6.
Use your common sense when evaluating the testimony of a witness.  If a witness told you something that did not make sense, you have a right to reject that testimony.  On the other hand if what the witness said seemed reasonable and logical, you have a right to accept that testimony.


7.
Is the witness' testimony reasonable when considered in the light of other evidence that you believe?

