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Ode to the Constitution

Oh comstifution, ol constitution,
ou are the spirt of our mation, our moral protector in a way.
If wou were a person, you'd fight for us withouwt hesitation, making sure we lived fo see another

dany.

COh constifution, oh constitution,
You are crinkled and centuries-old, yet hers vou are, still going strong.
Your paper is a goldish-hrowen filled with ink in the styles of writing lomg gone.

Ch comstitution, oh comnstitution,
If wou were picked up yvou would crinkle and crackle, vet even though wvou are so old, you are
=fill strong, brave, and bold.

Oh comstitution, oh comstitution,

Around yvou are people of all Kinds and backgrounds, chattering and praising how yvou set the
nation’s bonds.

COh conmstifution, ol constitution,

Wihen | think of you, | feel glad, thamkful, and safel If vou were a person, we would all celebrate
and mot hesitate!

Ch constitution, oh constitution,

When | first learned of yvouw, we were taught that vou were the basis of our nation, the center of
crder, and helped decide which laws passed and which didn™.

W'e were taught that vou should be revered and respected, as it was you who kept this nafion
afloat when other documents couldn™.



COh constitution, oh comstitution,
If vou didn't exist, my life would be one consumed by fear.
Ly life's setting might not even be hers!

COh constitution, oh comstitution,
Without you, we would still ke on the Articles of Confederation.
We would be a disunited, less-safer, less-prosperous nation.

COh constitution, oh comstitution,
While all of this is true, there is =lill something more to celebrate in you.
Y our ability o change and adapt was unthinkalkle for its ime, that is true.

Oh constitution, oh comstifution,

Throughout the cenfuries, throughout the ages, more and more things have besn added fo vour
pages.

You are who we look back on for mot only reflection but for creating laws, judging acts, and
understanding our nation™s various complexions.

Throughout fimes of change and times of worry, yvou =till stand strong and tall, helping us wisely
think, stay calm, and not panic im a hurry.

Y ou have been with us from 17338 to 2022, and that won™ be chamging any time soon.

In am era of increasing division and chaos, vou are the beacon of light that holds us together
and helps us stay strong.

Allin all, yvou are =o much more than a piece of paper. Y ou are the base of our way of life, vou
help decide so many things in lavw, vou show us that democracy can adapt fo the changing
times and keep its values, and you are the core of our society. And for that, vwe are eternally
grateful.




Middle School
Essay Confest
(Grades 6-8)

PROMPT:

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black
when discussing the U.S. Constitution
said, “This great document is the unique
American contribution to man’s
continuing search for a society in which
individual liberty is secure against
governmental oppression.”

Write an essay that describes the
individual liberty(ies) that you feel are
most in need of protection from
governmental oppression. Discuss how
the Constitution protects those liberties.




The 19th Amendment: Women’s Eight to Vote

The 19th Amendment i1s “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the US or by any state on account of sex.” As citizens, all of our voices
should be heard in life and 1n voting. Why should gender matter? Men were handed the right to
vote but women had to fight for 1t. This thought process does not make sense. Women and men
are created equal as 1t 15 written 1n our constitution, they should both have the same
opportunities. Women have the intelligence and mindset to vote but most of all a voice that
should be heard.

If someone 15 a citizen and of age, their gender i1s irrelevant in regards to voting. They are
part of this country, the United States of America, our country 1s a democracy. Since we are a
democracy all voices should be heard regardless of race, religion, or gender. Votes are an outlet
for expressing thoughts and opinions so all people should be able to voice those thoughts and
opimions. Votes are a privilege that all citizens will gain and this 1s important.

The 19th Amendment is valuable and a great privilege to all. It took many years for
women to achieve this milestone. They worked through 1t with peaceful protests and silent
walks. Eventually, in August, 1920, victory was theirs. Suffragists paved the way for women
who make up more than 50% of the United States population.

I am an American female and am inspired by the works of Women Suffragists who

gained women the right to vote. In this way, I would like this amendment to be maintained for all

women i America.
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The First Amendment

Freedom of speech is the ability to have your own opinions and to share your
ovwn ideas without fearing retaliation. This to me is the most important amendment
because | believe that yvou should be able to speak your mind and share your opinions
without fear. Our opinions and what we have to say make each one of us unique. We all
deserve respect regardless of what we say. You may not agree with everyone, but you
should at least listen to what they have to say. Mo one should be fearful of what others
say no matter their gender, race, or ethnicity.

The first amendment also includes freedom of religion which is the right to act,

think, and express what yvou believe in. | think this is also part of the first amendment
that should be protected because what you believe in shouldn't be held against yvou.

There are over four thousand religions in the world, and each one adds diversity to our
society. Religion i= a big part of the culture, and for some people, it's their whole culture.
What you believe in shouldn't be taken away from you.

Without the first amendment, none of us would recognize our society. Most of us
would probably be too scared to speak our minds and share our ideas because our fear
of retaliation would take over. Some people may even feel unsafe with having their own

ourselves, solve problems, and share new ideas. Our freedom of speech and religion
were given to us for a reason, and we should never give anyvone the power to take
those freedoms away from us.
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The Constitution was created after the colomists declared their independence from Great
Britain which led to the Bevolutionary War. Governmental oppression by the British befiore the
war played a biz role in how the first ten amendments of the TS Constitution came to be. The
amendments provide protection of the rights of the citizens that the govermment needs to abide
by and protect. For thiz reazon, the first ten amendments, also known as the Bill of Bights,
should be protected because they are important and helped shape America for what it is today.

The first amendment that I think iz mest in need of protection from governmental
oppression 1s the third amendment. The third amendment protects citizens by not allowing the
government to force citizens to give up their homes for soldiers. It was important to American
colonists as it was a responses to the Quartermg Acts made by the British during the American
Bevolution. The third amendment may not be as important in the present day, but will surely be

significant if & war were to ever happen in the United States. The second amendment [ thinlk: is

in neasd of protection from governmental oppression is the first amendment. The first amendment

protects freedom of speech, relizion, the press, and the right to assemble. It was important to
American colonists because governmental oppression from Great Britain and religions
perzecution from the church were major reasons why many people went to America The first
amendment most certainly 1s vitzl in teday’s society. In a country with diverse people with
different religions and ways of thinkmg, the first amendment is critical to protect. The final
amendment I think iz in need of protection from governmental oppression is the fourth
amendment. The fourth amendment protects people from being searched without reazon or just

cause by the govermment. It was important to American colonists because what bronght about

the fourth amendment was the British action: before the Fevolution where colonists”™ were being
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forced to have their belongings inspected for illegal zoods by Britich soldiers. The fourth

amendment is still used in the present dayv as it kesps the government from doins a search o
person or their property without just cause.

fa
A hile the ten amendments all are important and in need of protection from governmmental
oppression, Amendments I, ITT, and TV are wvery crucial becausze they were based on the past, still
followed currently, and most certamby will continae to be followed in the futore to protect the

rights and fireedoms of the people of the Thited States. Thus, Amendments I, ITT, and IV are the

most in meed of protection from govermmental oppression becanss they allow Amerncans to live

withowt the fear of expressing themselves, or being searched wnfairly, or giving up their homes.

A= 0t 1= stated 1 the Constrtution the rights of all Americans should alwayws be protected and the
sovermment is there to protect those rights and liberties.




