
LAW DAY 
2021 –
“Advancing 
the Rule of 
Law – NOW!”

GRADES 9 – 12 

ART, ESSAY AND POETRY 

WINNING ENTRIES



High School 

Poetry Contest

(Grades 9-12)

PROMPT: 

Read “Freedom’s Plow” by Langston Hughes, a 

narrative poem which reflects on the Declaration 

of  Independence.  

Write a narrative poem that expresses your 

deepest thoughts on the U.S. Constitution. Try to 

include language from the Constitution. 



First Place: Julianna Coniglio, 

Colts Neck H.S. 



Second Place: Shreya Ramen, Holmdel H.S. 
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Third Place: 

Peter 

Gertsenshteyn, 

Colts Neck H.S. 



High School Essay 

Contest 

(Grades 9-12)

PROMPT:

The original Articles of  Confederation 

said that Congress only had those 

powers “expressly delegated” to it by 

the states.  In June 1788, the U.S. 

Constitution was adopted; Article II only 

outlined Congressional powers.  In 

December 1791 the 10th Amendment 

was ratified and adopted.  It states, 

“The powers not delegated to the 

United States by the Constitution, nor

prohibited by it to the States, 

are reserved to the States respectively, 

or to the people.” 

Write an essay discussing how the 10th

Amendment has been applied by the 

states during the pandemic and give 

examples. 

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/essays/federalism
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/lessons/federal-republic/


First Place: Sofia DeThomasis, Colts Neck 

H.S.



Second Place: Olivia Henein, Colts 

Neck H.S.



Third Place: Brianna Cannon, St. 

John Vianney H.S.
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