
NOTICE TO THE BAR  

 

MODEL CIVIL JURY CHARGES REORGANIZED AND RENUMBERED 

 

 

Over time, the Model Civil Jury Charges have become less than optimally organized and, 

in that regard, not particularly user friendly.  Accordingly, as a service to the bench and the bar, 

the Supreme Court Model Civil Jury Charge Committee has reorganized and renumbered the 

Model Civil Jury Charges.  The table of contents for the reorganized jury charges is appended to 

this Notice. 

 

Effective as of the date of this notice, the Model Civil Jury Charges are reorganized and 

renumbered into chapters, sections and charges based on a three-factor decimal and alpha 

numbering system.  The new organization is a flexible system that will allow for the integration 

of new charges into the appropriate sequence in the compilation of charges as they are prepared 

and approved by the Committee.  Chapters and sections are organized by subject matter.  

Chapters are arranged in the order in which they commonly are presented to a jury; for example, 

Chapter 1 includes all general instructions.  Chapter numbers appear to the left of the decimal; 

section numbers appear to the immediate right of the decimal.  Sections are consecutively 

numbered within a chapter by tenths (.10, .20, .30 et cetera) leaving available numbers between 

sections so that new, related charges may be inserted without extension of the section number.  

As a result, charges with a similar focus now will have a common chapter and section number; 

for example, all medical malpractice charges begin with the chapter and section number 5.5.  The 

new numbering system no longer will have sequential numbers for dissimilar charges.  Thus, the 

current charge relating to a supermarket’s duty to business invitees will now no longer be located 

immediately before the verbal threshold charge for automobile negligence.    

 

The internal cross-references in the model charges have been amended to reflect the new 

numbering system.  The substance of the charges is not being materially revised at this time. The 

reorganized and renumbered charges may be downloaded in Adobe Acrobat or Microsoft Word 

formats from the Judiciary’s Model Civil Jury Charge site at www.njcourtsonline.com.  To assist 

with Shepardizing, KeyCiting and historical research, the Judiciary’s civil jury charge web page 

links to a cross-reference table showing for each new jury charge its corresponding, superseded 

charge number(s). 

 

Any questions regarding this Notice, the appended table of contents for the reorganized 

jury charges, or the Model Civil Jury Charges themselves may be directed to Kevin M. Wolfe, 

Esq., Chief, Civil Practice Division, at 609-292-8470.  

    

      /s/ Philip S. Carchman 

      ____________________________________ 

      Philip S. Carchman, P.J.A.D. 

      Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 

 

 

Dated: October 15, 2007 

http://www.njcourtsonline.com/


MODEL CIVIL JURY CHARGES 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (REVISED 10/2007) 

New 
Charge 
Number 

 
Old Charge 
Number 

 CHAPTER ONE - GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS  

 Instructions To Jurors Before Voir Dire  
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3.11A Public Defamation 3.11A 
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3.12 Malicious Prosecution (Prior Criminal Proceeding) 3.12 
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 False Imprisonment (False Arrest)  

3.20A General Rules To Be Charged In All Cases 3.14A
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3.20C Citizen's Arrest For A Crime Without A Warrant 3.14C
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3.20E Arrest Without Warrant For Disorderly Person's Offense Or Breach Of Peace 3.14E
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4.10B Third Party Beneficiary 4.10B 
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4.10M Anticipatory Breach 4.10M 
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4.30A Building Contracts - Substantial Performance Of Builder 4.12
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4.43 Consumer Fraud Act  4.23
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5.10A Negligence And Ordinary Care - General 5.10

5.10B Forseeability (As Affecting Negligence) 5.11

5.10C Undertaking Voluntarily Assumed 5.12

5.10D Res Ipsa Loquitur 5.13
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5.10F Emotional Distress From Witnessing Serious Injury To An Intimate Family 
Member 

5.15
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5.30J Duty of Care Proceeding Through Intersection With Green Light  
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5.20J
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5.31A Duty Of Care Intersection Approached By Emergency Vehicle  
(To Be Used If Emergency Vehicle Is Involved) 

5.20K
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5.40I Proximate Cause  5.34G

5.40J Comparative Fault 5.34H

5.40K Summary 5.34I

5.40L Negligence 5.34K

5.40M Express Warranty 5.34L



 
 Medical Negligence  

5.50A Duty and Negligence 5.36A

5.50B Common Knowledge Standard of Care 5.36B

5.50C Informed Consent (Competent Adult and No Emergency) 5.36C

5.50D Intentionally Left Blank 5.36D

5.50E Pre-Existing Condition — Increased Risk/Loss of Chance — Proximate Cause 5.36E

5.50F Wrongful Birth and Life  5.36F

5.50G Medical Judgment 5.36G

5.50H Alteration Of Medical Records 5.36H

5.50I Fraudulent Concealment Of Medical Records 5.36I

 Attorney Negligence  

5.51A Legal  Malpractice 5.37
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 Other Professional Negligence  

5.52 Professional Liability Of An Architect/ Engineer 5.38
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5.60A Statutory Owner - Dog Bite Liability (N.J.S.A. 4:19-16) 5.25
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Dog Bite Case) 
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5.70 Parental Supervision — Unemancipated Child For Personal Injuries 5.16

5.71 Tavern Keepers Serving Minors And Intoxicated Persons  5.39
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5.73 Common Carrier for Hire  5.31

5.74 Duty Of Teachers And School Personnel To Student 5.32

5.75 Nuisance  5.35

5.76 Negligent Hiring  5.76 
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7.10 Contributory Negligence 8.10

7.11 Care Required Of Children (7 Years and Older) (Under 7 Years) 8.11
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7.13 Negligence — Intoxication (Riding With Intoxicated Driver) 8.13

7.14 Negligence — Effect of Physical Impairment 8.14
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