


SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

The Supreme Court in July 2021 made a number of reforms to residential 

landlord tenant processes designed to improve equity for both renters and 

property owners. The Court has continued since then to evaluate those 

reforms. 

The reforms implemented in 2021 included requiring additional notices 

to inform parties of their rights and explain court processes, enhanced 

requirements to ensure that property owners substantiate their asserted right to 

relief, new ways for tenants to provide information and raise affirmative 

defenses before trial, and opportunities for parties to resolve their cases with 

the assistance of a neutral third party. 

The changes also included a new court event: a mandatory case 

management conference before the trial date. Although this event served a 

useful purpose during the pandemic, the Court in its December 16, 2022 Order 

documented the diminishing utility of those new proceedings. The Court cited 

data showing that in more than half of all landlord tenant cases, one or both 

parties do not appear for the mandatory case management conference, and 

when both parties do appear, parties achieve resolution in only three percent of 

the cases. 
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https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2021/07/n210715b.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2021/07/n210715b.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2022/12/n221219a.pdf


Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED that pursuant to N.J. Const., Art. VI, sec. 

2, par. 3, the provisions of Parts IV and VI of the Rules of Court, and any other 

applicable rules, are relaxed and supplemented effective September 1, 2023 

and until further order, as follows: 

1. Landlord tenant cases will no longer be scheduled for a mandatory case 

management conference before the trial date.

2. At the timing of filing the complaint, landlords also shall file the 

following:

a. Landlord Case Information Statement (LCIS);

b. Copy of the lease ( or, if the lease exceeds 10 pages, the relevant 

portions of the lease);

c. Registration statement, if applicable; and

d. Certification of the landlord's lease and registration statement.

e. In addition to those items listed in (a) through (d), landlords shall 

submit a copy of the rent control statement, if requested by the 

court.

3. Tenants shall file a Tenant Case Information Statement (TCIS). The 

TCIS should be filed as soon as possible after receipt of the complaint. 

However, the TCIS shall be accepted for filing through the date of trial.
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https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12770_lcis.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12778_tcis.pdf






shall be issued at the conclusion of trial, in instances of default 

judgment, upon consent, and after breach of a settlement agreement. 

14. Landlords shall continue to submit a written Request for Warrant of 

Removal in a form promulgated by the Administrative Director.

15. Warrants of Removal will continue to issue in accordance with Rule 

6:7-1.

For the Court, 

Chief Justice 

Dated: July 14, 2023 
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https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12836_req_res_wor.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12836_req_res_wor.pdf
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