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Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Committee on Minority Concerns
Report. I am grateful to the AOC and the Committee for continuing and growing interest in

LGBTQI Youth issues.

My first comment concerns Recommendation 15.03.2, which urges collection of racial
and ethnic data by the Ombudsman Program. I would urge the Committee to consider additional
collection of self-identifying data on sexual orientation and gender identity to commence a better
understanding of youth within the Court system in the variety of contacts addressed by the
report. It is my understanding that the Department of Children and Families has been
considering this some time for children within the child welfare system and I believe it is time to

commence this data collection.

My next comment is on Recommendation 15.04.1, where I would also urge consideration
of self-reporting of gender identity, unless this has been rejected as a possible HIPAA issue.

2/16/15/1



Finally, on Recommendation 15.04.2, T also urge voluntarily self-identifying data
amongst attorneys be expanded to include gender identity.

Again, my thanks for the great work and interest of the AOC on these issues.

Debra E. Guston
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