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RE: Report of the Minority Concerns Committee 2017 - 2019 Rules Cycle 

The Conference of Family Presiding Judges (Conference) has reviewed the six 2017-2019 
Supreme Court Committee reports. The Conference submits the within concerns regarding 
proposed amendments in the Supreme Court Minority Concerns Committee Report. Of concern 
are subparts 1 and 2 of Recommendation 2019:13. 

Recommendation 2019: 13 proposes "that in minor name changes matters in the Family Part, not 
related to another Family Part matter such as a divorce or adoption within the preceding three 
years, the Court adopt the following as standard statewide practices." Subparts 1 ·and 2 of the 
recommendation are: 

1) Use of initials and sealing of all unredacted records; 

2) Waiving of the publication requirements; 

The Conference is opposed to the use of initials portion of Recommendation 2019:13 as it is not 
feasible in terms of case tracking, data integrity, and quality assurance. 

With regard to that portion of the Recommendation concerning waiving of the publication 
requirements, the Conference is in support of this if both parents/ guardians consent to the name 
change and the requirements of Rule 4:71(b) are met. If, however, there is not consent of both 
parents/guardians, the Conference does not support that section of the Recommendation 
concerning publication waiver. Both parents/guardians must be provided with notice and an 
opportunity to be heard regarding the name change application. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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