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From: J Klein <justinklein@hcdattorneys.com>

Sent: Friday, October 18, 2019 12:59 PM

To: Comments Mailbox

Subject: [ExternallComment in support of Proposed Amendment to Rule 1:38

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Judiciary organization. Do not click links or open

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Your Honors:

As an attorney focusing on personal injury matters, I am in full agreement with the proposed amendment to
Rule 1:38 to shield medical, psychiatric, psychological and drug and alcohol records from public access. The
widespread availability of Court filings to the general public through eCourts requires this reasonable step to
avoid the undue publicity of records that, while relevant to litigation, remain highly private and sensitive in
nature.

- For the purpose of clarifying the day to day treatment of such records by attorneys, I respectfully propose that
the Court consider promulgating language in the Rule or in a Notice to the Bar indicating that when medical,
psychiatric, psychological or drug and alcohol treatment records are being attached to a pleading, motion or
other filing, said records are not to be uploaded onto eCourts, but that copies of said records should be included
with the paper courtesy copy to the Court as well as the courtesy copies sent to counsel and parties involved in
the litigation. That way the sensitive attachments will not be available on eCourts, but the Court and the parties
will have the records to refer to for hearings, arguments, or proceedings in the case. Another option may be to
add a function to eCourts that would allow attorneys to designate certain exhibits as non-public.

Since medical records and reports are frequently submitted to the Court in the context of motions in personal
injury cases, it may be helpful for the Court to clearly advise practitioners as to the mechanics of how they
should treat these records with regard to e-filing and courtesy copies.

Thank you for the Court’s consideration in this matter.
Respectfully submitted,

Justin Lee Klein, Esq.

Hobbie, Corrigan & DeCarlo, P.C.
125 Wyckoff Road

Eatontown, NJ 07724

Main: (732) 380-1515

Direct: (732) 578-6515

Fax: (732) 380-1720
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The information contained in this message and attachments, if any, is attorney privileged and/or confidential information intended
only for the use of the individual entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify us by telephoning (732) 380-1515 and delete all electronic copies of this message
and attachments, if any, (without retaining a copy thereof). Please destroy or return any printed copies of this message and



attachments, if any, via U.S. Postal Service to Hobbie, Corrigan & DeCarlo, P.C., 125 Wyckoff Road, Eatontown, NJ 07724. Thank
you. : :
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