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Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 

Dear Judge Grant: 

I am writing as a civil litigator of 32 years who is a member in good standing of the New Jersey State Bar, a 
former Chair of the District X Ethics Committee and in my present capacity as Chair of the Morris County Bar 
Association Committee on Professionalism after polling the Committee. I thank the Court for the opportunity 
to comment on a proposal for virtual civil jury trials. 

Respectfully, I am unequivocally opposed to virtual jury trials. I am deeply concerned about the susceptibility 
of jurors and witnesses to be influenced by outside influences, including, but not limited to, the internet and 
third parties who may be in the room with them without the knowledge of the trial judge or attorneys who are 
trying a case. Certainly, jurors may not be fully engaged in the trial if they are at home, subject to distractions 
of their families and other personal obligations. Moreover, the right to fully confront adverse witnesses 
without influence of third parties is severely limited by virtual appearances. I am also deeply concerned about 
the fact that technology limitations may eliminate a significant percentage of jurors from the jury pool. These 
concerns in my opinion far outweigh any benefit of virtual civil jury trials. 

In the event that the Supreme Court mandates virtual civil jury trials in New Jersey, no virtual jury trial should 
be permitted unless all counsel and all clients agree in writing to waive their right to a trial by jury in person of 
their peers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kurt W. Krauss 

Kurt W. Krauss 
Attorney at Law 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP 
200 Campus Drive 
Florham Park, NJ 07932-0668 
973.735.6123 (Direct) 
973.615.4127 (Cell) 
973.624.0800 (Main) 
973.624.0808 (Fax) 
kurt.krauss@wilsonelser.com 
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exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited 
without our prior permission. If the reader of this message is not 
the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for 
delivering the message to the intended recipient, or if you have 
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by 
return e-mail and delete the original message and any copies of it 
from your computer system. 

For further information about Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & 
Dicker LLP, please see our website at www.wilsonelser.com or refer to 
any of our offices. 
Thank you. 
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