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Illitially may 1 thank you fo.r giving members of the Bar the opportunltv to :addresa 
our thoug~.ts or,i how· we proceed in conthitlitlg to Jiutke our Courthouses -avaH~~lf!: 
to the public for the resoh.ltion of disp.uled issues,. Having. been. admitted to the 
t~.fow Je.r.~ev Bar in 197-4 l -arn part of a -g¢nera:tion that was taught that as trial 
attorneys we: ~ue ((offjc_er$. pf the Court. n It -was explained to us that w-e along with 
the Judge·c the Jury· arut Co1trthouse personnel had a responsibility to see that 
justice was admintstered fairly and .responsibly. From my pe.rspe.ctive the 
J:>isdp·Hnary. Rt4es for attorneys (tm.bo-dy .a set of rules that ·n.o other profession. has 
that sets the· bar so: high regarding how we tondnct ourselves eve:n tri our ·personal 
lives. 

So it. is with. tllls mindset that this .. s,akehokter" shares 'Nith you my p_erspective. 
In· my Jt1dgment any changes- to the· judicial system .r11ust and \.\'ill be for the long 
ter.m. To sh pacJ( and hope this pandemic aJid .its effects on. our society disappear 
in the ilear future. is not reaUst.ic. Eve:rything I. read and hear gives me muy 
insecurit}.r th.at this pandemic is short lived .. Just as of yestt!rday a physician on TV 
commenterl that theoreticaUy tb~ COVID-19 vaccine is only ~ffecth1e f.or three 
months but he was op-thnistic it would Last one yea1· .. _As to wh.ether .the population 
will _eyen agree to take thf! vaccine, some surv.eys say 30% w·iJl not and 37% say th.er 
will wait and see. As early as this summer .a distinguished scientist was_ on the CBS 
Sun~ay Morning Sh.O\'\I' and <>pitted that he ·was m,1st con(;erned about ·(>ther 
·c.oronavirus.es w¢.rking their way do¼11 the-pike as to:whetherthe va.ccine wmlld.be 
effective aga1nst those mu,tttions. Recently another sdentist s.aid that for the 
fo-reseeable f~ture ~'\i'-e. win be ·wearing masks il1d.efinitely. A dear friend of fi'Jl)e'jusi­
.spetit ten days in the hospital recovE.~rlng .from COVJD-19 and was to1d µpot1 
dtscha_rge that relative to her prognosis. that al! the doc.tors co~id tell her was that 
she was. relath1elv '1safe'' ,-for- 90 days and .after that the present botly of sctentifk 
knowJ.edg~ provides no ~ti1sw~r.s~ J. could r.edte addi_tion.aI anecdotal 'i.nformatiou 
lnit l atllstm~ you. have heard it a.IL 



As a plaintiff's personal \nJury attorney I can attest to the _i~fact0 that liability 
inst.trance companies do not se:~~k serious resolut(on of. a._pending· case until clQse 
to ·trial. lt j:s not· mv in.tem in this comrn.uu1cation to .address the business __ ethi'c.s· of 
insu.r-ance c(.mipanies and wh~thtis:- the ~xis.t~nce of. a .meaningful ~'bad faith s.tatute,~ 
would alter the.fr business model. That .co·uld be-for anotbel' day. 

So with all the above hi mind I -urge that AOC and the New Je~sey Sup.reme Court to 
ame11d the ·Rules of Court to provide ·for total virtual trials. and ·that this be 
,mandatory for ALL litigated ·matters where a juiy bas been requested~ 

For r~a$r,11s th~t wUl. bec:ome selfevident I suggest that there would be -a financial 
beneilt to liability insurance tarri.ers_ i.f total j~ry trial~ were mandatory-. 

I rep_resent plaintiffs in a _;person.al injury matJer, i11:volving ·a co:nstruttt011 accident 
which occurred in 2015. The c~se bas -a 2016 Docket number. Two def~ndants 
remaln. Tber-e were additi.onal parties that were. dismissed~ The _ attorneys 
representing. $t; -defond.~:pts. are: very experien_~ed. a.nd have conducte_d themselves 
-in the: true tradition as- officers of the -Court. In-our· dlscµss1ous amongst oµrs_e_lves 
:and wi.th the Court there is a consensus that the trial could ta:ke 4.-fi w.eeks front the 
comm.encement of jury selection to verdict. At the .cop.clusion .of a hearing t:\-VQ 

weeks ago or1 ~his :·case 1 address~d the Cou_rt an.d my coUeag.ues and asked that we 
c:0:nsider try1;ng the cctse .J~virrually ... I explained that there· Would. be a firia.ncial 
ben.efit to all the ·parties as._ well as to their· insurance c:ompantes. the plaintif.fs 
have _12 _damage· experts a11_d_ t,~ .. o liability experts that will testify along with the 
plaintiffs. and faci witnesses .. The defendants have a .total of thtee lial)ilify experts 
and· fa~t ,Vitness~s. 

Wi.Ul a vtrtual t1'.ia.l best practices dictates that the direc.t .ex.ami11at1on of _an expert 
and tht~ cross- shQul~: b-e substantially; reduc:ed s.o t_hat it is c.oriteivable that a 
d·amage exp:ert could be- ~n and off. in one h:0ur. T~is- is just 01).e exa~ple:.- .~t 
·everyone's convenience I could elaborate -at a later date as to- the cost savings 
measures .for all parties. l.n the end r pr<>_ject th~t after jury sele~tion I -coulq .Pill my 
case in in 5 days,. That gives 1 week for the defendants' cases ... two weeks versus 
fo.ur·si.x weeks.. If we do _not a.ct aggressiv~ly to modify bow we conduct jury trials 
the -potential hacklo_g of ·cases is beypnd. imagination. A proposed rule_ could 
provide that ~- pirty could ·be excused fro.m a virtual tr.ial upon a showlng of good 
cause or extra-ordinary c.ircumstanc·es. Of course Hgood cau:se or eXtl'~Or-dinary 
circq:t.ns.ta.nces ,,· h:~s. t_o be detlned .. 
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