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650 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite 209, 
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003 
T 973 233 0111 | F 973 233 0106 
www.partnersnj.org 

             November 21, 2022 
Via electronic delivery 
Judge Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 
Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
 

Comments on the Report & Recommendations of the Judiciary  
Special Committee on the Non-Dissolution Docket 

 
Dear Judge Grant:  
 
On behalf of Partners, please accept these comments in support of the Report and 
Recommendations of the Judiciary Special Committee on the Non-Dissolution Docket (the 
“Committee”). Partners provides free legal services to low-income survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence in family court matters in New Jersey.  Partners has experience on the Non-
Dissolution (FD) docket through our Children of Domestic Violence Project1 and through our 
representation of victims who choose to enter into civil restraints thereby dismissing their 
Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) and establishing a FD order.  Based on our experience 
handling cases on this docket, Partners supports the Committee’s Report and Recommendations 
overall, and offer the following specific comments. 

 
Partners commends the Court’s efforts to examine the FD docket and address the challenges 
experienced by litigants on that docket.  By creating the Committee, the Court has demonstrated 
its ongoing commitment to improving systems and procedures for the benefit of litigants across 
the state.  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve on the Committee and am proud of the 
Report and Recommendations that resulted from our work.  The Recommendations, if 
implemented, will yield increased fairness and equity by improving due process, access to the 
courts and legal information, and efficiency.    

 
 

Recommendation 1 – Service of filed documents 
 

The Committee’s Recommendation that the Court serve litigants with all filed documents is 
crucial to advancing due process.  This Recommendation would remedy a significant problem 
with access to information.  When a litigant files a complaint or modification on the FD docket, 
the court sends a hearing notice to the other party without including a copy of the filed 
documents.  Without this information, a self-represented litigant must participate in a summary 
                                                           
1 Through this project, supervised pro bono attorneys provide representation to survivors on both the FV 
and FD dockets with disputes regarding child custody, visitation, and support. 
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Partners for Women and Justice is a 501(c )( 3 ) organization.  
Contributions are deductible as allowed by law. 

 

Conclusion 
  
We commend the Committee’s Report and Recommendations and support their adoption by the 
Supreme Court.  Thank you for Your Honor’s consideration of Partners’ comments and for 
selecting Partners to serve on the Committee to contribute to this important work.  Partners is 
grateful for the judiciary’s deep commitment to increasing due process and eliminating 
inequities. 
 
 
        Respectfully Submitted, 
         /s/ 
        Michele C. Lefkowitz, Esq, 
        Director of Legal Programs 
 

 


