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COUNTY OF ESSEX 
DEPARTMENT OF CITIZEN SERVICES 
DIVISION OF COMMUNITY ACTION/CONSUMER SERVICES 
Comprehensive Emergency Assistance System (CEAS/CoC) 
Governance Board 

April 28. 2025 

Greetings. 

,Joseph N. Di Vincenzo, Jr. 
Essex County Executive 

Anibal Ram os, Jr. 
Depanment Director 

Terrence McCo)' 
Division Director 

The Essex County Comprehensive Emergency Assistance/Continuum of Care 

(CEAS/CoC) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments for the New Jersey 
Supreme Court's proposed amendments to the Landlord Tenant forms and processes. At 
the heart of the CEAS/CoC's efforts is the deve lopment of a coordinated. systems-based 
approach to address homelessness and creates a seamless continuum of housing and 
supportive services for Essex County residents al famil ies experiencing or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. This includes residents who are facing ~v ict ion in Essex 
County's Landlord Tenant Court. Many members of the CEAS/CoC work directly with 
residents who are facing eviction. providing rental and genera l assistance. resource 
navigation, and. when needed, rapid rehousing and diversion. Most of these providers 
and members are non-auorneys which may re ly on court forms and processes to make 
detem1ina1ions of assistance eligibility. 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT 
Overall, we appreciate the proposed changes and fi nd the new form to be clearer and 

more user-friendly. 

Question 7: We found this language confusing as there are multiple registrations that 
landlords may be required to obtain and maintain. We recommend specifica lly naming 
the registration/certification that is required as there could be many. 

Quesrion 13: This section generated substantial conversation among providers as the list 
of potential subsidies is frequently subject to change and notable forms of assistance or 
subsidy programs were missing. like Temporary Rental Assistance or HUD-Veterans 
Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH). were excluded. While it was noted that th is 
may be due to the fact that not all assistance programs require special notice. we believe 
that listing some, but not al l. fonns of assistance. even with an ··other'' line can create 
confusion and lead land lords or their attorneys to leave certain programs off their list. 
We recommend that the Jud iciary consider providing mu ltiple lines for landlords ortheir 
attorneys to list all housing programs that apply or have applied to the tenancy rather 
than providing check boxes and instruct them to be as specific as possible when writi ng 
in the applicable program name. 
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n-faymenl of Rent ub. eclion 
\ e appreciate the proposed change. to thi ubs.e,c.·tinn and p r pro id working in h 

rental a i tancc p l:. to be more "T n parent" nd ··u~cr- ricndl •• n ted y 

/C member . hen a tenant i e king remal istan e for arrear and i. facing 

e icti n, Lhcrc is an urgenc crccn nd detennine eligi jlity quickly. n thin that 

learly treamlin infonnation in a ay that faci it te un er landing and need as ·i. ls 

in th a pii ation. er ning, and cligibilit r procc s. pc Hi Uy." e apprec,iate how lh 

courl parat d bas rent dw.::. unp,aid, nd wing in li n 17 from " dditional rent" 

uc in s«H 11 20. This hcl provider ]early detennine what e a tly i • ow :d, rather 
than rt lying on lea es l'l"hi h can oft n be conf sing and may 1n lude fee. that are not 

e i t blc. 

We ask tha th ourts reintrodu e I, nguag of qu ti n from th original omplainl 

to the pr po ·ed ifi d om plain . A . tated above. il i import m for pr id r who 

may b abl t a_ i t ( d who e in rm tion is included in court r ·ourccs) t be able 

lo qui kiy d t rmine what i due and Dwins lo pre nt i tion. Reintr ducing 1h 

lan,1uag I w give- clear dire lion lo pro id rs abom a isrance that must be p idcd 
10 pr vent ev i,ction. should addition. I rent be ome uc bel\veen om laint liling and the 

trial dat /date the tenanl reque. l a -. istan e. 

•• 98: The date that the next rent i du 

• ff th ca e I scheduled ~ r l iat be ·ore tha date, th total amount you mu t pay 

to have tl11 complaint di m·i ed i __________ Ba e R nt., 
ermis "ble , ddition l Rent, an Filing e,e ) 

• If the case i s.chedul for trial n o after Lhat dal , th t ta l am unl you mu. t 
pay to htw omplain di mi • d is __________ Base R nl. 
Penni ib1 dditional Rent. and Fi.ling Fees. plu the amount of the ncx.t du 

ba e rent) 

8 1t/J\,,f() {. 

W uppott the d i ion to II lurn th tria l date t the summon · and omplainl. 

I P LEMEl1lTA Tl01 r UPPORT: 
,r, •vi w d the form , we were r,eminded that le a l jarg n and c urt protocols. "V n 

wh n implific . can e difficult t undt::rstand or tho without legal trainin . B u 
man f the con urners we i l are repre. enting h m Ive in court. it l important 



Lhal forms. protocols. and resources provided to assist with court navigation are simple. 
typically at a 5th or 6th grade reading level. 

Even as providers who frequently assisl those who arc in landlord tenant proceedings. 

we found some tenninology and questions presented on this form could sti ll confuse 
unrepresented individuals or those without legal training. We recommend that the 
coun's resources for tenants be updated lO inc lude information about the complaint. 
summons. and LCIS. clearly defi ne terminology, programs. and statutes referenced, and 
maintain up lO date resources that can assisl lhosc wilhoul legal training. 

Respectfu lly. 

G ca orres 
minuum of Care Coordinator 

Rafael Romero 
Continuum of Care Manager 


