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December 3, 2025

Via Email to Comments.Mailbox@njcourts.gov

Clerk of the Supreme Court

Comments on Proposed Rule Amendments re: Merits Briefing
Hughes Justice Complex; P.O. Box 970

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0970

Re: Proposed Rule Amendments re: Merits Briefing
Dear Honorable Justices of the Supreme Court:

The Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jersey
(“ACDL-NJ”) respectfully submits these comments on the Proposed
Amendments to the Court Rules for Briefs in Appeals Before the Supreme
Court (“Merits Briefing”).

While the ACDL-NJ does not oppose the concept of “merits briefing”
per se, it does oppose the new time limitations for the filing of briefs and
motions by amici who support appellants in the Supreme Court of New
Jersey.

The ACDL-NJ, like many professional associations, devotes the lion’s
share of its amicus efforts to the New Jersey Supreme Court, and most of
those efforts are on behalf of defendant-appellants. The ACDL-NJ is also
entirely dependent on volunteers from the private bar for representation in
the cases that it enters. Currently, amici supporting appellants have 75 days
to submit their filings. Organizations like the ACDL-NJ, which rely entirely
on volunteer counsel, must accomplish the following within that period: (1)
agreement by the ACDL-NJ’s governing body to participate in the case,
which can sometimes take a week or so; (2) recruitment of a willing firm or
solo practitioner to prepare the brief or motion in the case, which can also
take a week or so as potential volunteers check their schedules; and (3)
review of the brief to ensure consistency with the principles of the
Association, which takes time from the back end of the filing period.
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The proposed Rule change would give a total of 90 days from the
date that a case is added to this Court’s docket for amici supporting
respondents—almost all of whom are government agencies or NGOs—to
prepare and file their documents with this Court. However, the Rule change
cuts the period for filing by amici supporting appellants from 75 days to 50
days from posting. This is not a reasonable reduction given the fact that our
pro bono volunteers are seeing a case and its attendant issues for the first
time and need adequate preparation time to get up to speed before
composing the brief.

For these reasons, the ACDL-NIJ requests that this Court amend the
proposed Rule to achieve greater parity in the time periods allowed for the
filing of briefs for amici supporting both sides.

Respectfully submitted,
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Joshua C. Gillette
President, ACDL-NJ
jgillette@acdlnj.org




