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On January 3, 2025, Mr. Small, through counsel, filed the instant Motion to Suppress
Physical Evidence obtained pursuant to Search Warrants granted by the Court on March 27,
2024. Mrs. Small, through counsel, joined the instant motion on March 12, 202S. Counsel
presented oral argument on the issue before the Court on March 14, 2025. The Court has
considered all matters presented.

For the reasons stated below, the Court has concluded that the Defendants have failed to
show that the evidence obtained pursuant to the March 27, 2024, Search Warrant requires
suppression. As such, the Court has DENIED the Defendants’ Motion to Suppress Physical
Evidence Obtained from their residence pursuant to the Search Warrant.

PROCEDURAL: HISTORY

On March 27, 2024, Detective Daniel Choe from the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office
(“ACPO”) filed a Certification in Support of a Search Warrant with the Superior Court for the
Defendants’ home in Atlantic City, New Jersey.!

On March 28, 2024, law enforcement executed the Search Warrant, which described the

location as a two-story house located at _\Iew Jersey.?

STATEMENT OF FACTS?

L FACTS ALLEGED IN THE CERTIFICATION

On January 22, 2024 tudent attending
-ttended aschool assembly concerning . Cert. at cc)(1)-(2). At
conclusion of the assembly,- completed a written “exit ticket.” [bid. On the “exit ticket,”

wrote il experienced “abuse” and to speak to am. That same day, a
in the hallway where isclosed that [l was hit

with a broom and passed out. Cert. at {3(cc)(3). [ also stated [l“dad is a big guy” and ‘]

already spoke with Principal Chapman about some choices.” Ibid.

On January 24, 2024, Divisio
the Defendants’ home to speak with

physical abuse. Cert. at {3(a).

The referral was submitted by
in New Jersey. Cere. u¢ f2¢). The referral provided
hysical abuse committed bythe De fendants on to
dul‘lng - Yaou ayl;lvn'rts‘n‘mn‘.

Child Protection and Permanency (“DCPP”) reported to
reference to a DEPP referral for allegations of

Ibid.

! Defense Exhibit A—A Certification in Support of a Search Warrant BED-ATL-NA-SW-24-23(A-F) and State’s
Exhibit A—A Certification in Support of a Search Warrant BED-ATL-NA-SW-24-23(A-F).

2 Defense Exhibit B—Search Warrant; BED-ATL-NA-SW-24-23(C); State’s Exhibit A——Search Warrant; BED-
ATL-NA-SW-24-23(C).

3 Statement of Facts derived from Detective Choe’s Certification in Support of a Search Warrant BED-ATL-NA-SW-
24-23(A-F).
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DCPP stated- and were jgterviewed, and both denied the allegations.

DCPP stated when they arrived to speak with both arents were home and present during
the interview denied disclosing abuse € stated the first
persorjj disclosed to was the -at Cert. at {3(c).

Mis. Small told DC at she was unaware that [lllmade a disclosure to
Cert. at Y3(d). DCPP stated il said ade the allegations up becausc il was mad at i =
arents for taking -phone away and neither parent agrees with the relationship as with F.
_DCPP stated that whe sked who is, Mrs, Small interrupféc
the interview and told [l not w0 provid last name because she was not comfortable With—
providing another child’s information to DCPP. Cert. at §3(e). .

According to DCPP, Mrs. Small said that she knew DCPP would be reporting to her
residence to speak with -because her “good friend” had told her about DCPPs involvement.
Cert. at J3(f). Mrs. Small did not disclose the identity of her “good friend.” Cert. at 13(g).

n January 25, 2024, investigators reported to | GINTNTNGGGEGEEEEEO interview
tated that-knew why the investigators were at the] | | j R o speak with

Furthermore, [ explained to the investigators that [Jmade the allegations up because [Jjvas
mad at *arents for not aflowing o go to a restaurant with [lfriend a few weeks ago and
said no physical abuse occurred. Cert. at {3(h). -stated that the first person-spoke to about
physical abuse was || | N ] rec days ago. further denied disclosing the physical abuse
to anyone at school and did not know the identity o -\other’s “good friend.” Cett. at 1J3(i)-
.

interviewed by detectives at the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office (“ACPO”).
.stated that i was being verbally, mentally, and physically abused by arents.
stated that during the week of December 10, 2023 itnessed over the video chat on different
occasions how, ather screamed at[land was physically abusive. Specifically, eported
that Mr. Small would choke - rip o lothing, and noticed visible bruises o ody
after the abuse incidents. Cert. at 43(k).

On January 30, 2024, investigators spoke to tated
that on January 23, 2024, eceived a referral involving The initjal yntake was conducted

reported that the Defendants requested to be seen by a
ecause of “1ssues” with a | s. Rasmussen stated membered the
ts being present with -luring the completion of the initial questionnaire while in the
itchen area but left when it was time for the one-on-one interview.*remembcrcd
taking [Jdevice with Illto a bedroom for privacy and then disclosing physical abuse by
arents and‘randmother‘xplained Bl isclosed i\other hitting I

with a broom, and grandmother shaking stated the physical abuse incidents happened
twice in December 2023 and sometime mid-January 2024. Cert. at 113(1)-(p).

en stated whenJllitold !about mandatory reporting of the abuse to
the State, isclosed it already at chool. i

disclosure en contacted DCPP the following

to ‘upervisor,—
morning as part of the mandatory reporting procedure. Cert. at Y3(x).
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Intake documents fron_revealed a telephone number, home address, and
email of Mrs. Small as uardian. Moreover, the same contact information was found in i

medical records from the _uring i visit on |
January 16, 2024. Tbid. f
S

isclosed being physically abused by the Defendants on multiple occasions

On Janua 31, 2024, investigators again reported to

interview
during the months of December 2023 and January 2024, while inside their residence. [JJJjtated

Mr. Small called
bar stool wh
orted that

into his “mancave” to talk. Jlll then disclosed thatlifffwas sitting on a high
cy started arguing, which escalated to Mr. Small punching [Jjjegs. h
egs were bruised from this incident. Cert. at §43(s)-(u). On another occasion,
ﬁ advised that[Jjjdad hit-across the face with the bristle end of a broom multiple times,
ecausefJ refused to go out with since- since -hair was not done. Cert. at 3(v).

During the second interview, B stated that prior to -Ianuary 23rd disclosure to
during the appointment disclosed the abuse to

stated that [Jbelieved

Principal Chapman because not long after [Jjjjpsked llF how [llvas doing.” Cert. at {3(w)-

(x).

The Atlantic City Board of Education’s District Policy #8462 sets forth procedures for
school employees to follow when there is suspected abuse of a student in compliance with New
Jersey law. Specifically, the Policy states that “employees, volunteers, or interns working in the
school district shall immediately notify designated child welfare authorities of incidents of
alleged missing, abused, and/or neglected children.” Cert. at 113(y)-(2).

On Thursday, February 1, 2024, investigators met with Principal Chapman in reference to
addressing the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding law enforcement’s
attempt to interview students in a criminal investigation. Principal Chapman understood the
MOU. At the end of the interview, she was advised not to contact i)arents because

investigators wanted to speak with ert. at Y3(aa).
On Thursday, Feb i igators obtained a recorded statement from
stated.believed
detectives were at-residence because of the situation with Cert. at 13(bb).

further stated that during the week of January 22, 2024,—training was
held each day at the | NEEEEEE / (hc cnd of cach session, each student was

rovided with an “exit ticket.” On the front of the “exit ticket” three faces are present, happy,
p Zﬂﬁc p PP

sad, and neutral, ircled the neutral face. [Jrote on the back of the sheet “abuse” and
would like “counselor.” Cert. at J{3(cc)(1)-(2).

At approximately 10:00 AM ilfollowed up wMand pulled [Jfromlllclassroom
to speak with This was the first tlme.met with and spoke with or approximately

2-3 minutes in the hallway*stated that it seemed like [Jfwanted to talk and told |}

-has been hit with a broom and passed out.asked [l if this was ongoing, and eplied
“No.’-told ad is a big guy and [Jranted to continue on with Ji§ life and
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