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brief). 
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The State appeals from the August 22, 2016 order awarding 

defendant Josephine Shipps ninety-one days of jail credit for time 

served in Pennsylvania custody.  We reverse based on our Supreme 

Court's recent decision in State v. Joe, ___ N.J. ___ (2017).   

For the purpose of our decision, we need not recount the 

extensive procedural background of defendant's third and fourth-

degree charges for issuance of bad checks, N.J.S.A. 2C:21-5.  

Suffice it to say that on April 27, 2015, she pled guilty to 

charges in Warren County.  Prior to sentencing, she was arrested 

for theft by deceit charges arising in Pennsylvania.  After she 

waived extradition, she was taken into custody by our neighboring 

state on July 9.   

Following resolution of her Pennsylvania offense, defendant 

was returned to New Jersey on October 21.  On October 30 and then 

on November 23, 2015, she was arrested in Warren County on new 

charges of issuing bad checks.   

On January 28, 2016, defendant entered a plea agreement to 

resolve all her Warren County charges, including those she had 

pled guilty to in April 2015. The State recommend a suspended 

four-year prison term, conditioned upon successfully completion 

of three years of probation with conditions.  Defendant received 

the recommended sentence.  There was no agreement as to jail 

credits for time served in Pennsylvania.   
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Defendant sought these jail credits, and the judge issued a 

written decision on August 22, awarding defendant ninety-one days 

jail credit for time spent in Pennsylvania custody toward the 

sentences to be served on all charges pending prior to her 

Pennsylvania incarceration.   

On March 7, 2017, our Supreme Court held that "incarceration 

outside of New Jersey on out-of-state charges [does not entitle] 

a defendant to jail credit pursuant to Rule 3:21-8."  State v. 

Joe, supra, slip op. at 1. 

 We therefore now reverse and remand for the entry of an 

amended judgement of conviction reducing the jail credit awarded 

to defendant by ninety-one days. 

 Reversed and remanded.  We do not retain jurisdiction. 

 

 

 


