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After an evidentiary hearing, the trial court rejected defendant Thomas E. 

Carter’s motion to suppress evidence of heroin found on his person during the 

course of and following a motor vehicle stop.  Thereafter, on June 5, 2017, 

defendant pled guilty to third-degree possession of heroin with intent to 

distribute in a school zone, N.J.S.A. 2C:35-5(a)(1) and N.J.S.A. 2C:35-7(a).  On 

September 15, 2017, defendant was sentenced to a four-year term of 

imprisonment, subject to a two-year period of parole ineligibility. 

Defendant appeals from his conviction.  Specifically, he contends his 

motion to suppress should have been granted on the ground the police who 

conducted the motor stop violated his constitutional rights to equal protection.  

After reviewing the record and applicable legal principles, we affirm for 

substantially the reasons set forth in the oral decision issued by the trial court at 

the conclusion of the suppression hearing, which was conducted on February 1, 

2017. 

Affirmed. 

 

 
 


