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PER CURIAM 

 

 D.S. appeals from a January 2, 2019 order where a checked box indicates 

"Defendant is committed."  It also orders "patient to be rescreened."  D.S. was 

a voluntary patient who expressed her desire to be released at the January 2 
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review hearing.  Both parties agree the January 2 order was incorrect.  It was 

superseded by a January 3, 2019 temporary order of commitment that is not 

being appealed.  Because the patient could be kept for forty-eight hours prior to 

release after expressing her desire to leave, N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.20, the January 2 

order did not deprive D.S. of her liberty.  We therefore dismiss this appeal as 

moot.  "An issue is 'moot' when the decision sought in a matter, when rendered, 

can have no practical effect on the existing controversy."  N.J. Div. of Youth & 

Family Servs. v. A.P., 408 N.J. Super. 252, 261 (App. Div. 2009) (quoting 

Greenfield v. N.J. Dep't of Corrs., 382 N.J. Super. 254, 257–58 (App. Div. 

2006)). 

 Dismissed. 

 

 

 
 


