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 On leave granted, defendant Gregory Albamata appeals from a December 

5, 2022 order revoking his release and detaining him pretrial under the Criminal 

Justice Reform Act, N.J.S.A. 2A:162-15 to -26.  Subsequently, defendant pled 

guilty to fourth-degree obstruction, N.J.S.A. 2C:29-1(a), and was sentenced to 

time served.  The other State charges against defendant were dismissed, he was 

released from State custody, and returned to the custody of federal immigration 

authorities.  Defendant was born in the Dominican Republic, and it is anticipated 

that he will be removed from the United States and returned to his country of 

origin.   

 Given defendant's guilty plea, sentence, and release from State custody, 

all issues related to his appeal of the order detaining him pretrial are moot.  See 

State v. Mercedes, 233 N.J. 152, 169 (2018); State v. Harvey, 176 N.J. 522, 528 

(2003).  Moreover, defendant's circumstances are unique.  He was originally 

arrested, charged, and released pretrial.  Thereafter, he was taken into custody 

by the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and removed 

to the Dominican Republic.  He returned to the United States illegally and was 

apprehended and detained by ICE.  ICE turned defendant over to the Bergen 

County Prosecutor's Office in accordance with a writ of habeas corpus.  Now 

that defendant has pled guilty to, and been sentenced on, the State charges, he 
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has been released from the Bergen County jail and turned back over to ICE.  

Those unique circumstances are unlikely to be repeated and are unlikely to evade 

review.  Consequently, this is not the type of case where we should address  those 

moot issues.  See Mercedes, 233 N.J. at 169; State v. Robertson, 228 N.J. 138, 

147 (2017).  Defendant's appeal is, therefore, dismissed as moot.  

 Dismissed. 

     


