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180 Turning Lives Around supports the idea of continuing virtual hearings, in addition to
in-person hearings. Victims of domestic violence and sexual assault may face various barriers to
attend in-person court. Some of these barriers may include lack of transportation, missing work,
loss of earnings, and lack of childcare. The ability to have virtual hearings would break many of
these barriers that victims face when attempting to obtain a restraining order or protective order.
Many times, victims of domestic and sexual violence face financial burdens after their
victimization. With that being said, victims are sometimes using their last dollar to pay for an
attorney for their final restraining order or protective order hearing. Having virtual hearings
lessens the costs of attorney fees. There are also victims of domestic and sexual violence who
may no longer feel safe going into public spaces post COVID-19. Many individuals are still
fearing for their health. In closing, 180 Turning Lives Around feels strongly that continuing
virtual hearings post COVID-19 will benefit many victims of domestic and sexual violence

seeking restraining orders and protection orders.



